Tke JMountain Oracle

During the ensuing week Yazathingyan did not
find the atmosphere of the court as disagreeable
as he had expected, because attention was con-
centrated on the expedition to Popa. Of the spirits in-
habiting the mountain the view generally accepted was
that they were the ghosts of two persons, a brother and
sister, who had been burnt long ago in the far north of
the kingdom, when their souls, instead of passing into
the normal cycle of rebirth in this or some other world,
had become earth-bound on the site of their death,
where they haunted a tree. They were then malevolent
ghosts, for any man or beast who entered so much as
the shadow of the tree was blasted. But later, profes-
sionals who knew how to protect themselves against
the evil of the occult dug up the tree and threw it into
the river Irrawaddy, on the tide of which it floated to
Pagan, There the authorities conceived the idea of
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